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4th grade Reading Review The Wonders of the Pyramids
1. The Great Pyramid at _____________ is known as one of the wonders of the ___________________.
2. Archeologists have identified the remains of over eighty pyramids in __________, all tombs for ____________________ and other noble Egyptians.
3. The step pyramid built for King __________________ about 2680 BC is the oldest.
4. The step design was to be a staircase to _____________________ for the pharaoh.
5. The shape of a true pyramid was the sacred sign for their sun god, ________.
6. The largest pyramid was for ____________ otherwise known as ___________.
7. It covers 13 acres and contains 2,250,000 blocks of ______________, averaging about ______________ pounds each.
8. The Egyptians employed only three simple machines to build the pyramids: the _____________, the ___________________________, and the ___________.
9. What did they do first in the building of a pyramid? ______________________ _______________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________
10. How did they make 13 acres of land perfectly level? ____________________ ________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________.
11. Architects drew plans of the buildings on __________ tablets.
12. One chamber in the pyramid was for the pharaoh’s ______________________ in which they buried the pharaoh when he died.  Another chamber was for the _________________________.

13. False tunnels and chambers were put in the building to make things harder for __________________.

14. The interior chambers were usually made of ______________, which was quarried at ______________, 500 miles upriver.

15. The outer surfaces of the building were made of pure white _______________.

16. Before cutting the stone, workers drew marks on the outside of the stone.  With __________________ and ________________ they chipped a series of small cracks in the stone.

17. They pounded wood _______________ into the cracks and soaked the wood with water.  Eventually the wood swelled and split apart the rock.

18. The Egyptians either tilted the blocks to one side or used a weighted ________ to lift the blocks of stone.
19. A wooden ______________ was slipped underneath of the stone block.  The stone block was pulled along logs to the river.

20. When the stone blocks arrived at their destination, they had to be _________________ and cut to the exact size.  They rubbed the outer surface of the stone blocks with _______________ to make it smooth.

21. Underground rooms had to be excavated.  ___________________ were probably used to make these rooms.

22. Huge ramps made of __________ and __________ were made to carry the blocks of stone to higher levels of the building.

23. No ______________ was used because the blocks of stone fit perfectly in place.

24. As each layer was finished a ______________________ checked to make sure the edges of the pyramid were perfectly square.

25. To put the roof on a chamber, it was first filled with dirt.  The stone roof was put on and the dirt was removed through the ________________ to the chamber.

26. A ____________________ was put at the peak of the pyramid.
